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CHARTER.

An Act tor the Incorporation of the College of Phy

sicians of Philadelphia.

1. Whereas, the Physicians of Philadelphia, influenced

by a conviction of the many advantages which have arisen

from literary institutions, have associated themselves under

the name and title of The College of Physicians of Phila

delphia.

2. And whereas, the objects of this College are to ad

vance the science of medicine, and thereby to lessen human

misery, by investigating the diseases and remedies which

are peculiar to this country ; by observing the effects of dif

ferent seasons, climates, and situations upon the human

body; by recording the changes which are produced in

diseases by the progress of agriculture, arts, population,
and

manners; by searching for medicines in the Americanwoods,

waters, and in the bowels of the earth ; by enlarging the

avenues to knowledge from the discoveries and publications

of foreign countries ; and by cultivating order and uni

formity in the practice of physic.

3. And whereas, the said College of Physicians have

prayed us, the Representatives of the Freemen of the Com

monwealth of Pennsylvania, that they may be created a

body politic and corporate, forever, with such powers,
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privileges, and immunities as may best answer
the laudable

purposes which the members thereof have in view; where

fore, to assist and encourage the said College of Physicians,

in the prosecution and advancement of useful knowledge,

for the benefit of their country and of mankind ;

4. Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the Repre

sentatives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl

vania, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the

same, That the members of the said College of Physicians,
that is to say, John Redman, John Jones, William Shippen,

Jun., Adam Kuhn, John Morgan, Benjamin Rush, Samuel

Dufneld, Gerardus Clarkson, George Glentworth, Thomas

Parke, James Hutchinson, Robert Harris, John Carson,

Benjamin Duffield, William W. Smith, John Foulke,

Samuel Powel Grifntts, William Clarkson, William Currie,

Benjamin Say, Andrew Ross, John Morris, Nathan Dorsey,
James Cunningham, Caspar Wistar, Jun., Michael Leib,

and John H. Gibbons, be, and the same persons are, and

shall be a body corporate and politic in deed and in name,

by the name and style of
" The College of Physicians of

Philadelphia," and by the same name, they and their suc

cessors are hereby constituted and confirmed one body
corporate and politic in law, to have perpetual succession,
and to be able and capable to have, hold and enjoy any

goods and chattels, lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments,

gifts, and bequests ofwhat nature soever, in fee simple, or for
term of years, life or lives, or otherwise ; and also to grant,
sell, alien, assign, or let the same lands, tenements, and

premises, according to the nature of the respective grants
and bequests made to the said corporation, and of the

estate of the said corporation therein ; provided that the

amount of the clear yearly value of such real estate, ex

ceed not the sum of five hundred pounds, lawful money of
this commonwealth.
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5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the said corporation be, and shall be forever hereafter,
able and capable in law, to sue and be sued, plead and be

impleaded, answer and be answered unto, defend and be

defended, in all or any courts of justice and other places,
in all manner of suits, actions, complaints, pleas, causes

and matters of what nature or kind soever ; and that it

shall and may be lawful to and for the said corporation
forever hereafter, to have and use a common seal, and the

same seal, at the will and pleasure of the said corporation,
to break, change, alter, and renew.

6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That for the well ordering of the said corporation and its

affairs, there shall be, at all times hereafter, the following
officers of the same ; that is to say, one President, one Vice-

President, four Censors, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, who

shall be chosen annually from amongst the fellows of the

said College of Physicians, on the first Tuesday in the

month of July forever hereafter, or within one calendar

month after the same day, in any year; and that John

Redman, be the present President of the said College ;

John Jones, the present Vice-President ; William Shippen,

Jun., Adam Kuhn, Benjamin Rush, and Samuel Duffield

the present Censors ; Samuel Powel Griffitts, the present

Secretary ; and that Gerardus Clarkson be the present Trea

surer of the said College : and shall be and remain the

President, Vice-President, Censors, Secretary, and Trea

surer, respectively, of the said College, until they be super

seded by a new election, to be made by the fellows of the

said College as aforesaid; and all vacancies by death,

resignation or otherwise, which shall at any time hereafter

happen in any of the said offices, may be filled by a special

election, to be holden so often as occasion shall require.
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7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

That the authorities and duties of the officers of the said

corporation, who are herein before mentioned, and of any

others which the said corporation shall see fit to appoint,
the times of meeting of the said corporation, the admission

of members, and the other concerns of the said corporation,
shall be regulated by the by-laws and ordinances of the

said corporation, heretofore made or to be made, touching
the premises.

8. Provided always, and, be it enacted by the authority afore
said, That no by-laws nor ordinances of the said corpora

tion, hereafter made, shall be binding upon the officers or

members thereof, unless the same shall be proposed at one

regular meeting of the said corporation, and enacted and

received at another, after the intervention of at least thirty

days. And that no sale, or alienation, or lease for above

three years, of any part of the real estate of the'said cor

poration, shall be valid, unless the terms and nature of such

sale or lease be proposed at a previous meeting of the said

corporation.

Signed by order of the House,
Richard Peters, Speaker.

Enacted into a law, at Philadelphia, on Thursday the

twenty-sixth day of March, in the year of our Lord one

thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine.
Peter Zachary Lloyd,

Clerk of the General Assembly.



ORDINANCES AND BY-LAWS.

CHAPTER I.

OF OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES.

1. The officers (as required by the charter) shall be a

President, a Vice-President, four Censors, a Treasurer, and

a Secretary, to be chosen annually, by ballot, on the first

Tuesday in July, or within one calendar month thereafter.

2. The President shall maintain order, and shall sign all

orders on the Treasurer, duly passed by the College. He

shall have power to call special meetings at his own dis

cretion : and it shall be his duty to call them, when re

quested in writing by six Fellows of the College. He

shall not discuss any question while in the chair, unless it

be a question of order; and shall have no vote, except

when his vote may be necessary to decide a question.

3. The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the

President, in the absence of the latter officer, or at his re

quest when present ; and in the absence of both the Presi

dent and the Vice-President, a chairman shall be appointed
viva voce.

4. The Censors shall inspect the records and examine

the accounts of the College, and report thereon at the

stated meeting in July. They shall take cognizance of all

charges of a breach of the regulations of the College, pre

ferred against a member, and shall consider and determine

2
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the same, and report thereon to the College ; provided that,

in cases where a Censor is one of the parties concerned,

the charge shall be referred to a committee of three, to be

chosen by ballot, who shall act as censors pro hac vice.

5. An appeal from the decision of the Censors to the

College, in these cases, shall always be reserved.

6. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all the moneys

due to the College, and pay them only on the order of the

President or other officer, who may have presided at the

meeting at which the appropriation was passed ; and these

orders shall be his vouchers for his expenditures. He shall

present annually a statement of the finances of the College,
at the stated meeting in June, and at such other times as

the College shall direct.

7. The Secretary shall keep minutes of the proceedings
of the College, and record them in a book provided for the

purpose. He shall keep a list of the members, on which

he shall note the date of the election of each ; the time of

his death, resignation, or loss of membership, and the resi

dence of associates. He shall receive and preserve all

books of records and papers belonging to the College, pro
vide certificates of membership, and perform such other

duties as are appropriate to his office.

CHAPTER II.

OF MEMBERS AND MEMBERSHIP.

1. The College shall consist of Fellows and Associates.
2. The Fellows shall be practitioners of medicine, of

good character in their profession, residing within the city
and incorporated districts of Philadelphia, and who are

more than twenty-four years of age.
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3. The Associates shall be distinguished practitioners of

medicine, residing without the limits above mentioned.

4. Every candidate for membership shall be proposed in

writing, at a stated meeting, by three Fellows, and bal

loted for at the next or some subsequent stated meeting ;

and if three fourths of the Fellows present be in his favour,

he shall be pronounced duly elected, provided, that no elec

tion of a Fellow shall be gone into, unless there be present
at least twelve Fellows.

5. No person elected a Fellow of this College shall be

deemed a member, until he shall have subscribed the ordi

nances and by-laws, and paid his initiation fee ; and if he

omit the signing and payment above mentioned for three

months, his election shall become void.

6. Any Fellow who shall decline the payment of his

annual contribution for two successive years, shall forfeit

his membership.
7. No Associate, who may come to reside within the

limits described in Chapter II. Sect. 2, shall be admitted

to a Fellowship in the College, without being elected and

introduced in the manner prescribed for the admission of

Fellows.

8. The number of Associates shall not exceed forty, ten

of whom shall be foreigners.
9. Associates shall have the privilege of attending the

meetings of the College, but shall take no part in the trans

action of business.

10. The initiation fee shall be ten dollars, payable at or

before the time of signing the ordinances and by-laws ; and

the annual contribution shall be three dollars, payable at the

stated meeting in July.
11. The signing of the Constitution adopted in 1788,

shall be deemed a subscription to the ordinances and by

laws of the College, in force for the time being.

12. Every member of the College shall receive a certifi

cate of membership according to the annexed form, having
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the seal of the College affixed thereto, and signed by the

President, Vice-President, and Censors, and countersigned

by the Secretary:

Nos, Praises et Vice-Prases Collegii Medicorum Philadelphiensis,

omnibus ad quos hac pervenerint salutem.

Testamur ■■
virum doctum et medicinal

peritum, nostri Collegii
Socium adscriplum fuisse, omnesque

ejus honores et privilegia jure riteque
consecutum esse. In cvjus ret

fidem Usee Uteris, Collegii sigillo munitis, nomina nostra subjicimus.

Datum Philadelphia:,
Anno Domini 18

Prceses.

— V. Prceses.

Secretaries.

CHAPTER III.

OF MEETINGS,

1. The Stated Meetings shall be held on the first Tues

day in every month ; from October to March inclusive, at

7 P.M.; and from April to September inclusive, at 8 P.M.,

at which hour precisely, or as soon thereafter as a quorum,

which shall consist of seven Fellows, shall have assembled,

the meeting shall be organized.
2. At stated meetings the following shall be the order of

business :

1st. The minutes of the preceding meeting shall be

read for approval or correction.

2d. Newly elected Fellows may be introduced.

3d. Candidates for membership shall be balloted for.

4th. Committees shall report.
5th. Motions and observations respecting the private

business of the College may be made.
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6th. Written communications.

7th. Verbal communications.

8th. Miscellaneous business.

3. At the stated meeting in June, the Treasurer and the

Library Committee shall present their annual reports ; the

President shall nominate the standing committee on the

Library, and shall appoint individual members to report

severally on the following subjects, viz.

1st. Public Hygiene.
2d. The Theory and Practice of Medicine.

3d. Surgery.
4th. Midwifery.
5th. Diseases of Women.

6th. Diseases of Children.

7th. Materia Medica.

8th. Meteorology and Epidemics.
These reports shall embrace a review of such interesting

facts and doctrines, pertaining to the respective subjects,
as may have been offered to the profession during the pre

ceding year.

4. At the stated meeting in July, after the third item in

the order of business shall have been despatched, the

Censors shall present their annual report ; the annual ap

propriation for the library shall be made ; and the officers

of the College for the ensuing year shall be elected ; after

which, the business of the College shall proceed in the usual

order.

5. At the stated meeting in September, the report on

Public Hygiene shall be made.

6. At the stated meeting in October, the report on the

Theory and Practice of Medicine shall be made.

7. At the stated meeting in November, the report on

Surgery shall be made.

8. At the stated meeting in December, the report on

Midwifery shall be made.

0. At the stated meeting in January, the report on

Meteorology and Epidemics shall be made.
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10. At the stated meeting in February, the report on the

Diseases of Women shall be made.

11. At the stated meeting in March, the report on the

Diseases of Children shall be made.

12. At the stated meeting in April, the report on Materia

Medica shall be made.

13. At special meetings no business shall be transacted

except that for which they shall be called.

CHAPTER IV.

OF COMMITTEES.

1. The Committee on the Library shall attend to the in

crease and preservation of the Library ; under the direction

of the College, the Committee shall purchase books, and

carry into effect all such regulations pertaining to the

Library as may be adopted by the College, and shall pre

sent a report upon its condition at the stated meeting in

June. The Committee shall retain all papers referred to it

by the College, and cause them to be published under its

direction.

2. The following shall be the ordinary mode of appoint
ing Special Committees, which, however, may be varied

on any occasion by a vote of the College. The President

shall nominate one member, who shall be chairman of the

committee, and considered responsible for the due perform
ance of the duties enjoined on the committee. The chair

man shall nominate the second member, the second the

third, and so on, until the number agreed on shall be com

pleted.
3. Committees shall report at the meeting immediately

succeeding their appointment, unless it may be otherwise
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determined by an order or by-law of the College ; and fail

ing to make a final report at the proper time, unless a

satisfactory reason therefor be given, they shall be dis

charged, and the matter dropped or referred to another

committee, as the College shall determine.

4. All reports shall be made in writing, and signed by
the members agreeing thereto.

CHAPTER V.

RULES OF ORDER.

1. No question shall be considered open for discussion,

except when brought forward by motion duly made and

seconded, and then distinctly stated by the presiding offi

cer. The name of the mover of each motion to be

entered upon the minutes.

2. Every motion shall be reduced to writing by the

mover, if the presiding officer or any Fellow request the

same.

3. Any Fellow may call for the division of a question,

provided it comprehends two distinct propositions. A

motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed indivisible ;

but a motion to strike out shall not preclude either amend

ment or a motion to strike out and insert.

4. The mover, with the consent of the seconder, may

withdraw any motion previously to its amendment, com

mitment, or to the question upon its final passage being put

by the presiding officer.
.

5. When a Fellow speaks he shall stand up, addressing
himself to the presiding officer, and confining himself

strictly to the question under consideration.

6. No Fellow shall be interrupted while speaking except

by a call to order, or for the purpose of explanation.
7. The presiding officer shall decide all calls to order ;
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unless an appeal be made to the College, in which case the

person appealing shall first state his reasons for appealing,

and then the presiding officer his reasons in support of his

decision, but no further debate shall be allowed.

8. No Fellow shall be allowed to speak more than twice

upon the same question, without permission being granted

him by the College.
9. Whilst a question is under consideration, no motion

shall be received excepting to adjourn, to lay the subject

upon the table, to postpone, to refer to a committee, or to

amend; which several motions shall have precedence in

the order in which they are named.

10. A motion for adjournment shall always be in order,

except when the College is voting on another question, or

while a Fellow is speaking.
11. A motion to amend an amendment is in order, but

not one to amend an amendment to the amendment. The

question on the amendment shall be decided before that on

the main question.
12. No motion shall be received to postpone the motion

under discussion for the purpose of introducing a substitute.

13. A motion for postponement shall preclude commit

ment, and one for commitment shall preclude amendment,

or a decision on the original question.
14. Motions for postponement, to lay upon the table, and

for adjournment, shall always be determined without debate.

15. A motion that has been negatived, cannot be again
brought forward at the same meeting, excepting upon a

motion to reconsider.

16. No question shall be reconsidered, excepting on the

motion of two Fellows, who voted with the majority when

the question was decided, and submitted at the meeting at

which the same was discussed.

17. When a blank is to be filled, the question shall be

first taken on the largest sum, greatest number, and re

motest period.
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18. Two Fellows may demand the yeas and nays on any

question which is not required to be decided by ballot, and

have them entered upon the minutes. The presiding officer

in such cases shall always vote last.

19. No order shall be taken upon the report of any

special committee, excepting to refer it back to the com

mittee, to lay it upon the table, or to obtain the sense of the

College in relation to the resolutions appended thereto.

20. The presiding officer shall not discuss any subject
while in the chair, but may assign his reasons on deciding a

question of order. He shall have no vote excepting on a

ballot, or upon a call for the yeas and nays.

CHAPTER VI.

OF THE TRANSACTIONS.

1. Every written communication, intended for a place in

the Transactions, shall be referred to a special committee,
to be appointed at the time the paper is offered, who shall

report upon the propriety of its publication. Such papers

as are approved by the College shall be put into the hands

of the Library Committee ; and such papers as it shall not

be deemed advisable to insert in the Transactions, shall be

put into the hands of the secretary, to be deposited in the

archives of the College, subject to withdrawal by the

author.

2. No paper read before the College shall be published,
as having been so read, without the consent of the majority
of the members present at the reading thereof,—this con

sent to be expressed by vote.
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CHAPTER VII.

OF THE LIBRARY.

1. At the stated meeting in July, the College shall ap

propriate such a sum as may be deemed compatible with

its funds, for the use of the Library, for the ensuing year.

2. At the close of the stated meetings, and at such other

times as the Library Company shall designate, any mem

ber may take out any book or set of books ; which he may

retain till the next stated meeting. He shall enter his name

in a book kept for the purpose, and the time at which books

are taken out shall be noted.

3. If a book be kept out longer than from one stated

meeting to another, or beyond the stated meeting next after

the time when it was borrowed, the member so retaining
it, shall pay to the treasurer twenty-five cents for each

volume so kept; and one dollar for every month after

wards.

4. If a book be lost by a member, he shall either replace
it, or pay to the treasurer double the value thereof, or of

the set of books to which it belongs.
5. At the stated meeting in May, all the books shall be

returned to the Library, to enable the Library Committee

to make their final report.

CHAPTER VIII.

RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.

1. No Fellow shall attend or prescribe for a patient, who
has previously employed another Fellow of the College in
the same illness, unless it be in consultation with the°nrst
physician, or in case of relinquishment, or of sudden emer

gency, when the said physician cannot be found.
r
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2. When a Fellow of this College is called to a family
in an emergent case, because the family physician is not

at hand, he shall resign the patient to the family physician,
unless the physician or the family desire his assistance in

consultation.

3. If, during the absence or sickness of any physician, a

patient, who may have been under his charge at the time

of his departure or attack, or have called upon him for

assistance during his absence or sickness, or in any way

given it to be understood, that he regarded him as his

regular medical attendant, shall call in another physician,
the latter shall on the return or recovery of the former,

offer, with the consent of the patient, to surrender the

case.

4. In cases of consultation, neither of the physicians
shall offer any opinion, or give any directions respecting
the patient, until they have retired to a private place ; and

the physician who was first in attendance, shall communi

cate their direction to the patient or attendants.

5. To enable practitioners to exhibit uniformity in the

rate of charging, it is proposed that no entry shall be made

in their account books of lower fees than those contained in

the following table. If in any case, however, the physician
should have reason to believe that his patient cannot pay
the full amount without serious inconvenience, a deduction

may be made at the end of the year, at the moment of

rendering the bill, or at any other time. But the fee-bill,

as at present established by the College, being founded on

a just consideration of the important services which its

members are called on to perform, it is their duty to con

form to it in their charges, whenever the circumstances of

their patients are not such as clearly to forbid it.

6. TABLE OF CHARGES FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES.

For a single visit in a case, $1 to 10

When detained, for each hour, 2 to 5
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For ari ordinary visit * t0

When to more than one person in a family, fifty cents

for each additional patient.

For a visit at a time appointed by the patient or his

o

friends,

For verbal advice at the physician's house
1 to 10

For written advice 5 t0 20

For rising at night, without leaving his house, 1 to 5

For rising at night, and a visit, 5 to 10

For a first visit in consultation,
J

For subsequent visits in the same case 1 to 3-

For rising at night, and a visit in consultation, 5 to 15

In visils to distant patients, one dollar for every mile be

yond the limits of the city, in addition to the ordinary

charges.
An extra charge may be discretionally made for travel

ling at night, or on account of the badness of the

roads, or the inclemency of the weather.

For vaccination, 5

For an ordinary case ofMidwifery 10 to 30

For the application of forceps, or for turning, when in

a consultation either shall be deemed necessary, an

addition of 10

For any indisposition in the mother or child, after the

tenth day of confinement, the charge for attendance

as in ordinary cases requiring medical treatment.

For reducing Fractures, 5 to 10

For reducing Luxations, 5 to 30

For passing the Catheter, 1 to 10

For removal of Stone from the Bladder 100 to 200

For Amputation of a Leg or Arm 25 to 100

For Amputation of a Finger or Toe 5 to 20

For Extirpation of large Tumours, 50 to 100

For Extirpation of other Tumours, 5 to 30

For Trepanning, 25 to 100

For the Operation
forCataract, 50 to 100

for Aneurisms, subclavian, carotid, femoral 100 to 200

for Hernia, 25 to 100

for Fistula Lachrymalis 15 to 30

for Hare-Lip, 20 to 50

for Fistula in Ano, 20 to 40

for Hydrocele 5 to 20

for Ascites, 10 to 20

In all surgical cases, the charge for subsequent atten
dance to be according to the time occupied and the

trouble incurred.
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CHAPTER IX.

OF THE REVISION AND ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES AND

BY-LAWS.

1. No new nor amended ordinance or by-law (see the

last clause of the Act of Incorporation) shall be binding on

the Officers or Members of the College unless it shall be

proposed in writing and subscribed by five members, at one

stated meeting, and enacted or passed at another, after the

intervention of at least thirty days, nor unless it shall be

passed by a majority of two thirds, when there are not less

than twelve members present.
2. When it shall be in order for the College to act on an

ordinance or by-law, it shall be announced to members in

their notices.
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